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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED 
LITERATURE. 



THE BIBLE STUDENTS' READING GUILD. 



Local Chapters — The following topics to be used at Chapter meetings dur- 
ing November are suggested. Care should be taken to select such subjects as 
will make a complete and rounded programme, that is, touching every side of 
the subject. Not more than five subjects and a map drill should be upon any 
one programme : 

i. A map study— Jerusalem in the time of Christ. 

2. Traces of Ancient Jerusalem in the modern city. Sites probable, and 
sites beyond dispute. 

3. The work of the Palestine Exploration Society. 

4. Samaria — a geographical study. 

5. The Sanhedrin as a political power. 

6. The priesthood, — origin, history, position in the time of Christ. 

7. The foreshadowings of Christ as the Great High Priest, found in the 
Old Testament. 

8. The Scribes as interpreters of the Law. 

9. The making of an Old Testament manuscript. 

10. Hillel and Shammai. 

1 1 . The relations of Christ and the Scribes. 

12. The temple, — its construction, — illustrate with diagrams. 

13. A day in the temple. 

14. Reading of Psalm 24. 

15. The synagogue, — origin, location, purposes, the service. 

16. The Pharisees, — personal life, beliefs, and political influence. 

17. The "Zealots," — personal life, beliefs, and political influence. 

1 8. The Sadducees, — personal life, beliefs, and political influence. 

19. The Essenes, — personal life, beliefs, and political influence. 

20. "The Messiah of Jewish Expectation." 

21. The Septuagint. 

22. Relations of Jews and Gentiles in the dispersion. 

23. Proselytes to Judaism. 

24. The Jewish betrothal and marriage customs. 

25. Jewish burial customs, — illustrated from the New Testament. 

26. Jewish philosophy concerning "After Death." 

27. The "Dignity of Labor " among the Jews. 

28. Trade and the financial system. 
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29. Dress and adornment. 

30. The "Tephillin." 

31. The "Halachah" and the "Haggadah." 

32. The Talmuds. 

For list of Books for supplementary reading consult the Biblical 
World for October. 

New Members — Although the work of the Guild commenced October 1st, 
members will be received at any time. As the course is planned to occupy 
but nine months of each year there will be ample time in July, August, and 
September to complete the work. 

In regard to the admission of new members to local Chapters, however, 
the Chapters themselves should decide. Although the work of a Chapter 
should not be imperiled by the constant admission of new members who are 
unprepared to go on with the course, it should always be remembered that if 
compelled to work alone such persons may lose interest and drop the 
reading altogether. Purely literary study of the Bible is, after all, an impos- 
sibility to the majority of the people. The study of a book so closely linked 
with the religious life of the human race must be in a certain sense a reli- 
gious work, and it is not possible to throw around such study the exclusive- 
ness which might wisely govern a circle of readers of a secular course. It 
is hoped, therefore, that all Chapters will continually seek new members. 

A Chapter in a church. — In almost all churches there is a nucleus of 
people, small perhaps, who are interested in topics of the day, and who do not 
exclude from this term inology religious topics. It is also true that such people, 
while having access to good libraries on secular subjects, have no such facil- 
ities in connection with religious literature. The minister if able to keep his 
library up to the times, has constant use for it and cannot conveniently share 
his books. The Guild, therefore, comes to minister and people with the best 
books on a specific subject, and special suggestions for reading them. An 
effort is made to select those books which are readable and interesting from 
any standpoint. Portions of the Bible itself are a part of each year's work. 
Could not this be a common meeting ground for minister and people, breaking 
down the invisible wall made by the preacher's seemingly inaccessible 
knowledge, and giving him intelligent listeners, — those who could think along 
the same channels with himself ? 

A Chapter outside the church. — It has been matter for surprise to the 
founders of the Guild that not a few outside the creeds of the churches have 
taken up the course. This seems to indicate that among non-Christians there 
is a new interest abroad in what is said in the book which has influenced the 
ages. We as Christians believe that the Bible needs only intelligent study 
and examination to insure its acceptance. Let us then, as members of the 
Guild, take immediately in hand the organization of Chapters- outside the 
churches, in literary clubs, in workingmen's organizations, and wherever 
opportunity opens. Let us see that through some library or reading-room 
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every person in the town has access to the books. No man is ashamed to 
read books concerning his physical well-being or for his intellectual improve- 
ment. Let us make it a matter of course to read for the cultivation of the 
religious side of man's nature as well. 

The monthly assignment of reading for the year is given below. There may be 
slight variations from this, but such will be noticed in the Postal Bulletin of the month 
in which the variations occur. 

October. 

Seidel — In the Times of Jesus, pp. 1-93. 

Edersheim — Sketches of Jewish Social Life, pp. 1-138. 

Biblical World (July) Geography of Palestine. 

(August) Editorials and Geography of Palestine. 
November. 

Seidel — In the Times of Jesus, pp. 93-192. 

Edersheim — Sketches of Jewish Social Life, pp. 138-295. 

Biblical World (September, October) Editorials. 

Geography of Palestine. 
December. 

Harmony — Parts I., II., III. 

Hanna— Life of Christ, pp. 1-149. 

Biblical World (November, December) Geography of Palestine. 
Introduction to Gospels, I. 
January. 

Harmony — Parts IV. and V. 

Hanna — Life of Christ, pp. 149-298. 

Biblical World (January) Introduction to Gospels, II. 
Teachings of Jesus, I. 
February. 

Harmony — Part VI., and Chapter XXV. of Part VII. 

Hanna — Life of Christ, pp. 299-402. 

Biblical World (February) Introduction to Gospels, III. 
Teachings of Jesus, II. 
March. 

Harmony — Part VII., from Chapter XXVI. 

Hanna— Life of Christ, pp. 403-491. 

Biblical World (March) Introduction to Gospels, IV. 
Teachings of Jesus, III. 
April. 

Harmony — Part VIII. 

Hanna — Life of Christ, pp. 493-776. 

Biblical World (April) Teachings of Jesus, IV. 

May. 

Harmony — -Part IX. 

Hanna— Life of Christ, pp. 777-861. 

Bushnell — Character of Jesus. 

Biblical World (May) Teachings of Jesus, V. 
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Tune. 

Brooks — Influence of Jesus. 

Biblical World (June) Teachings of Jesus, VI. 

GENERAL INSTITUTE NOTES. 

Already the Reading Guild has extended its work beyond the limits of 
the United States and Canada. The following have been enrolled this 
month : 

Miss Lydia Dorey, Northfield, W. Birmingham, England; Rev. Thomas 
Fellow Faulkner, Aldershot, England ; Rev. Thomas I. Porter, Brazil, South 
America ; Miss Gertrude Cozad, Kobe, Japan ; Rev. J. H. Scott, Osaka, 
Japan ; Miss Mattie Walton, Osaka, Japan ; Mr. William Wynd, Osaka, Japan ; 
Miss Martha E. Kelly, Osaka, Japan ; Edward C. Machle, M.D., Canton, 
China. 

Not the least important work which has been accomplished by the Read- 
ing Guild thus far is that of rescuing from oblivion a valuable book — Seidel's 
"In the Times of Jesus." This book was out of print when it was selected 
for the course. An attempt to secure a new edition from the publisher resulted 
in the discovery that the book had last been printed in England and that the 
plates had been destroyed. Messrs. A. D. F. Randolph & Co., of New York 
City, volunteered to set up and print a new edition. The first copies were 
ready late in August, and since that time it has been necessary to prepare a 
second edition. The book is the first upon the course of the Guild, and gives 
in small compass a most excellent general view of the political, social, and 
religious conditions in the time of Jesus. 

Bible Clubs. — The following recommendations of the Bible Club Course 
have been received : 

From Mrs. Margaret Bottome, President of the Order of The King's Sons 
and Daughters. 

" Such a course as you have outlined is certain to be helpful. I hope 
members of 'The King's Daughters' will be enrolled among those that pursue 
the studies." 

Mrs. Mary Lowe Dickinson, General Secretary of the same order : " The 
Bible Study Course prepared by the American Institute of Sacred Literature for 
organizations for Christian work supplies the needs that must be apparent to 
the leaders in all such societies as ours. These needs are, unity, a systematic 
development of Biblical information, a plan that shall give the largest results 
for the least expenditure of time, and such practical application of truth as 
leads the learner naturally from knowledge to character. 

'* So many of our own members have found the previous courses of infinite 
value that the new course will naturally find among them a cordial welcome. 
We can give the purpose, the plan, and the execution most cordial endorse- 
ment." 
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Dr. Francis E. Clark, President of the Young People's Society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor : 

"The course of Bible study suggested by the American Institute, for 
Christian Endeavor societies and similar organizations, seems to me admira- 
bly suited to the purpose designed. It is simple, flexible, and can be hope- 
fully undertaken by any young person, however busy ; and if he carries 
through this course of study for one year he will become far more proficient 
in biblical lore, to say the least, than the average Christian. I hope that 
many thousands will take this course." 

Mrs. Ellen Drummond Farwell, Chairman International Committee of the 
Young Women's Christian Association : 

"We are about to publish a course of study issued by the American Insti- 
tute of Sacred Literature in our Association paper, the Evangel. [The course 
in the Evangel is supplementary to the Outline Club Course, Editor.] I am 
glad to be able to say that this Outline Bible Club Course, as planned by the 
American Institute of Sacred Literature for organizations for Christian work, 
seems admirably adapted to stimulate the study without doing all the work 
for the student. We believe it will meet the wants of many of our young 
women." 

Of the fifty-three clubs for the study of the Foreshadowings of the Christ 
which have been formed during the past month the following have over thirty 
members each : 

Wickersham School, Pittsburg, Pa., Miss Mary Wightman, President. 

St. Paul's Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. G. A. Carstensen, Leader. 

Danville, Ind., Mrs. Otis C. Hadley, Leader. 

Sterling, 111., Mr. Geo. P. Perry, Leader. 

Many others come very near to this number. Much of the most profitable 
work is done in the clubs which have only a half dozen members, or less. 
An interesting club of this character has been formed by some of the office 
employes of the Monon Railroad. The students meet to discuss the work 
one afternoon each week, in the office after working hours. 

One thousand persons are now at work on the course, and it is confidently 
expected that this number will be quadrupled before January first. 



